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PREFACE TO THE TniBD EC 



Tdii Bflvm of lbs [Dlknuiua Bill, puHd U the Ulo hi 
mlmilT itoaa pafaUilA*d M (bit uAlce, and thirl«en thonni 
TboilbDuuidbiBo^millbDl ujoUicr 



Mvad* or medoiD to ucDmpUBh tbii utajbct. it will be w 
iLundrcd ai the ban coM. Tlier ore uninl); nDlnaled lo 
Uis hinda or every clllum In (bv Free Slalet, mid lo bsie I 
for the pulillc preu. 

Tbe EiecuUve ContmltUw of Ibe BocletT hrllevB lliit Uie 
diveiy iDdivldiul will deeply ■ympiitbile wllb Ibe p 
Uultbe dWDlllpgofereiyalUzsiivlll be Biiig}'lnin,orplsc 
Ibjil kn view orhtioElrwirdliuiry clnmrneliDceiiT end tbe . 
dottiliw, end otbor uccaHnry oRlcles, will be lurulBbed 
would Dol reDommend ibit nigiilnn go u OuuuU, ai 
vinler ; bill ir SD7 fo* IheL tbej be men without fum 
rDgltlTO lo avoid large cilia and public houiea. 

The fTM pei>[i1e of oulor are ndvlaed to remiiln et (bckr 
" uuawnd," and each oue lo coDiMur hli dwelling 1 
guled al BtiMoD. bf einlnenl counsel, IbU UiB proGOH imd 



Iw iifD^clnxIlT aided bj tbeir white Mendt. Hid op 
is ^aBrHl'aiulatrons; and If Uloefl Uablv lo he Ita 

fbprkuH> Uia oppualllori win tawreue^ mid Ihrr HjiDpiilh] 
« ^liBrol, iiulU the *^l»w" ]> ladlguanllj and r 
book. 

10IW who aid Ibe nig1llTe,aiiddefEiullhe<hio pnoplflof 
wd* acl im Gooedsnlious, and manjr o( lliem tr\tui Chrtali 
liulniilanof IbelnlqulloiuanduimoiBtliuiionil lavr !■ II 



1 ef Ihe 81«Te Power to He how much the Free filalea 
• la nuure cipnlmenla upon their rigbia awl rvaUnge. 

LEVFia Tj 



■UAf 



CIVIL LIBERTY OUTRAGKD. 



■tat CoxPBouiBB ! 

ID States Official Slave-catcher i 



L LuBRTv ON Fkbr Soil, 



First pRUtTB 

The Fikst Ui 
New-York ! 

The First OorRAOs 
ijr A Free State ! 



Lkt Ok folloving' plain statement of EacU ba read bj erery Ameii- 
on citiEcn, aud Ihe public jadgmeat be pawed upon the tuthon of 
the law under which llrey took place, and thalr aiders, abcUun, trvd 

On the sath da; of September lost, one Thcuus J. Ci^u ennie to 
the city of New- York from Baltimore, with a powel of attoniej, par* 
portiDir to Ije executed b; one Mary Brown— not by lier •ignalur& 
bntbyhermark [X] — authoriiii^hlnilo take and carry to BklDiDore 
a nun repreaent«d to be her Blare. Bringing with him a copy c^ Ihe 
" PugilirB Slave I*w " just passed by OoogreM, as one of the berulded 
meuureii of pcbco in whidi that body has been engaged for llie laat 
ten months, certiGed to be authentic by Daniil Wrhtltr, Secretary of 
State, Clare appeared bcfure Alexanikr Oanliiter.' Oturk of the 
Cireait Oourt of the Unilud States tar the Southern District of New- 
York, and Commiuialinr under the " Fugitive Slave Lav," and in 
virtue of tliia Ltw cointituted a Hlave-catcher. aiid made an atlidDOil 
that Jomea Hamlet, a mnhitta. about 30 years of age. who baa 
T«idad in lie iwigbborhood of tliii city for the lait two or thron yeara. 

of a-PiwUul Joiia 



Ttl«b. 



Tbli Ht. OirlioR la, we ua told, b. 



1 



■ad vho bai a wife and c1i[Idren lliere. ma tlic eJave of Mn. Brown, 
»nd that he escaped from herb Baltimore nbout (he year 1848. and 
aslced for a vairant to arrest bim. 

Cominisaiuiicr Qudincr, entering prompdj upon the execution of 
his ncT olBce under the law.* Ibrthwith prepared the necessary 
pipers, issued the demanded warrant, and placed it in the hands of 
tho United Stales Marshal, Hi.KT R TiLLHiOoK, whu, llirougli one 
of hid deputleij. arroetcd Hamlel. while pursuing his ordiuary busiix^sa 
as parterin Uw aWre of Tilloo * MnJoney. 68 Water street, New- York 
dtj~havtog rormeriy livcil with Mr. Silaa Wood, in (his city — and 
brouglit hiin. according' to tlie direcdou of the wEimml, before Mr. 
Gardiner. He was then taken into a retired room in the second slory 
of the old City Hall, and the CommiMJoncr, without any notice to any 
acquaintance of the priaoner. without asuigning lum any counsel, or 
giving him a moment's opportonity to aend for as«6tance, procooded 
with hot haate, ei-parU. to lake the teatmiony of Clare, the Bon-io- 
law of the alleged cliumanl, and young Oiutaeia Stou^, her son, in 
proof that the pn»oner was hor dave. 

By accident, a genlleman who has soofie spnpolhy for the dis- 
trsased, heard wbat was going on, and sent f'lr a geotlcman of the 
New- York bar to appear as counsel (br the priauner, wlio arrived only 
in time to elicit, by across examinalioD ofUie witnesses, the admission 
that at the time of the alleged eacnpe of Uamlal, he was not in the 
employ of Mra Brown, but had for aomo time been hired out as ser- 
vant in a Baltimore Shot Oorapany, for whom Chire was clerl;. 
Ramlft tntisled that he vai afite mon, that he had enlilled himtelf lo 
hitHbrrty.nnddetiirdthatkcviat a tlatic. But thp law jjrohibiled his 
testimony from being taken, and CommisNoner Gardiner, upon the 
testimony of tlie two family witnesses— the son-in-hiw and son of 
the alleged owner — who by her mark upon the power of attorney, it 
appears, cannot write her name, and whose name was evidently uwd 
in the matter for the benefit of Clare and young Brown — decided that 
the prisoner was the slave of Iho claimant, and doomed him to per- 
petual bondage, by dcliverii^ him up to Clare as his property I 



(iloa, lo In sent lo Iho ajlmlBltng power, M iwoB 
aid in cuitIdi uul Iha prorl^on* of ths bill. 



IB shoold be called u^ 
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i FUQinVS SLAVE BILL. 



Tlie domand was then mulv that tbe Uonhnl of Ihe United auXea, 
at tlie expense of tha Untied SUte^ take tlie priMiner to Baltimore. 
The Pugilive Slave Lav eanctiiiiis tlie deiuand. and li varrant for 
that purpiwc was immeduitel; hshihIi and thil man. torn fruiu hU 
wife and ehililreii, and doomiid to perpetual bondage, not by Uio ver- 
diot ofajnrj', but bj thecal of a mere clerk, whom lliia law baa eoo- 
itimted slave-catclier in tha dly of New-Vorli for Southeni 
and upon the teatinionj' oC tlie partie* in int«rvBt. waji tlien f aktui into 
custody by deputy Bmyamm H. 7'allmiulj/t. (who in lou of Uuiiry F. 
Taltmad^e, U. S. Uarahal.) hand-cuffed, and viOt liu liniba Ibos 
crjunped in irons, fiirced into a carriage prepaicd and itondiug at tbo 
court house door. Willi two men on the driver's seat, aod tlinx in- 
uds ILe csjriage, he was harried to tbe ateamboat »nd taken to Balti- 
more, and lodged in the alare priwD of the aucccuor of Hope EL 8l&t- 
ler, a well-known hell upon earth. theTO to remain till a favorable 
bargain could ba made for bis sale and shipment to a Soulhom 
market Th« eipensoa. amounting to betwten t^0 and ttiO. have 
tteen paid by the United Stal^. His wife Bad two children, who had 
no knowledge of his doom till be was gono, wore deprired of th« 
nwutnrul consolation of bidding liirowell to tlielr hnsband anal blher, 
who wua lorn Erom them for no crime, under the sanoliua oL and in 
cinlonnity to, a law made by tlut Represeutativos of the people of 
theee United State*. 

Youi% Tallmadge lottuo time, aft«T seeing that Uamlctvai aalelj 
lodged in the shkve prison at Baltimore, in oommuoioaling tbe news to 
his father's o£Gcb. By n tel^rnpliic dispatch from Baltimore he sent 
intelligence that the victim whom he had volunteered to lake in dwina 
to the dimgcon in tliat dly, was sccurtly incarcenited ! Tliis young 
man, we regret to lay, is the ORiNDSON OF COLONEL EEN.IA- 
MO TALLMADQE. OF THE REVOLUTIONARY ARMY. AND 
ONCE AN AID OF GESF.RAL WASHINGTON! 

Jamva UnmWt is a highly esteemed young man. In the taoguaga 
of Ibo mbservient Journoi a/ Commeref. bo is '- a steady, correct, and 
npiiglit man," -a member of the Methodist Church." and "can be 
redeemed for Saoo."* The JohthoI mys the decree wn. acsording 
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kU tbrii nnuga tn Ou 
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Bvoi vladii 
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6 HlffTORT AND rSCONSTI'n.'TIOKAl.lTY 

to law, ami Ihe Conttilulion, The lattki asskstioh ts rALSK. *s 
Ihe net tnunpleg upon the CoDstituIiiHi. ai well as ii]y>n the law of God, 
na win be proved in tlie »equeL The editor sneera at a "higliOT 
law," and piulta in Uiis pnetmtion of civil liberty, while he. witli an 
atfectaUDO of benevolence, aolicilB moaey lopiirchnse Hamlet, that lie 
may be restored to hie familir. It is >aid that n silver ptcher is in 
preparation to be presented to the lervile editor by slBveholders, in 
testimony ot liieir apprecutiim of hi* aervices on behalf of Uie instilu- 
tion the past year. No one morn richly deierves auch a compliment 
at their bands, unless it be the truckling mercbania and puUlIciaos 
who approve the bill for Southern maslom and Soulbem votes, 

This ■■ law," tailed the Fnomvi Slavs Law, ia aiud to have been 
drsfled by Mr. Mason, Senator from Virginia. It is the act of which 
Daniel Wtbiter njd in the Senate ; " I propose In support that bill 
with all proper authority and provisicau in it. to the fullest extent— 
to the fullest extent f and for which he has received the cordiFd ap- 
probation of Motti ShutTl and a uomber of uaoulncturor e, recreant 
preachers, aod venal politicians. This law is an audocuous violation of 
the first principlea of Cim. LiB£nTr, the Common Law, the Coiibtt- 
TETion or Taa Umtiid States, and the Law oir Goo. " For my own 
part," BBya Jndge Jay, " I regard the bill ... as a most gross usurp- 
ation of power in Coogiera; a plain, palpable violation of (he CaMti- 
tutlon, on outrage on the religious and benevolent sensibilities of the 
community, and a disgrace to our national character." Let the 
People judge. Here La the bill : — 

AH ACT 

To Amend, and SiTPrLEMENTABV to the Act, kstitlid " An Act 
amFKcnsQ FuomvBs from Justice, *nb feu'Onb escamng raoic 

THE BEaVICE OF THEIB HAfTTERa," APPKOVED F^EaCAai 12, 1793. 



■/ jfnirUa n CMfTHI uinitW«r, Thu Ihg penuu aho hiKS b«D, or laajr 

cinull eoutU dMIip I'lilted BIHIh. ind who. In eaoKquenee o( mch appolnl- 
meol, an UHlhorlusd to rivreiie tbe puwHiIbMHuJuallaiDf Ihepuceor olhsr 
ma^MTtia ot say of Ibe l^uUad SlaLia TdST exwcLie in rvnwcl In alleDilcn Tor 
aoj ain» or ollbiHd tgainat the Unllsd HlaUM, by anuiLiug, ImprlKmlng, or 
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ntailif viftoii or ihc ihlnj-ih 



if SeuUnDlHir. HtuulnBU liuiHtreil luid alahly-nlBB, iiaiUI)B<l, "An 
IhB JddlcMl CDiirtB nf i)w UdIimI ?Uicii,''^Bhiill )», •md nn hon^ 
miulnd 10 taimlM oad dlBCbujo aU tlw poweni uid duUia 



auLboiiud BJMt mquind 
cuiiAvTal Iv lU* (Ek 

Sac. a ^jul te il /irMtr nvlai TiRI lh< 
UrriUiy of Iba United Bul« ihill lure Ihi 
_, loUka Kkunlddgownu ot bail ud I 



UDllHlBluw;ud lUcg 
purpom tqr Ui 
•hall ptVKM il 



ponaaM,ui 
eonnmd tn 



rn vho ilull htmflii ba ippiihiiiid Cur lucb 

ij tnganixiid terrllocy oT Iba UulUHl Slalm 

--jhdHt iD th* dntin amltaTTHt bj liiw upon 

iiBclnndliiouruafUiBCnlUd Etntuftiriinillu' 



•mdUM eupiutor sonru or 
Atnn Uma M ttDW eoluse 
wtlHMLM* OicUiUea lo rocli 

of Ibe duUu Irapoaed by II 

Bar. 1. 4i.d *< fl/uViUr fuiuA Thut Die conmlHlcnHn I 
luvgcoiuuiTUDl JurlidleUonaiUi the ladgu oC Ibe drmll ■ 
orilB Dnltod " '- ■— ' '■- -■- --• •"-- — ■ 



-nulirf, Tbnl the circuit eourU 
«cb nmiaiMd tBrriluTj of Ibr 

m rugiilTM frwn labor, and » 



prompt dUcJULT^ 
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HISTOBT Asa DKCONBTlrUTlOWimT 

■-^J o!^ "2""'" "■ '•'»' I" UiB pewn or penoni ddmloii him hK^ 

Itp mifce ou( «iid dallviTlotuch dnliuiU, 

~~ — ' nbMullUAuUuio 

uBt, iDd or tab or 1i« 

ir tabor wu due U> tin 

uOioHij la nicb tlUnt- 



D) ibu wild 



IbU wild penoD »nped. 



>4H> HnTKa or lUKw dui) ftvm tucb nuriUn 
wMpo from tbe 8(iiu or Tmriloij In whliita ■ 
^lotg or TsnJtoTT In wblsfa ti« or dw «u ur 
J"'' " n" "r lier "gent or lUloraoj, lo 1MB 101 



■finni E^SSJirf •","" *?". " '^^loi (two whcoM bo or >hB raiT biTa 



dUmuil, bli orbor urn » lui^Tor oScr 'oL'iSSII'.I^'iSJi^.'Vi'iS^R "^ "i'? 



■■■luniHMiUMaHieli Am us to b* pMJa Uu) wfadia bf nicti dtalBi^btt 
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rormidni** ; Mid to an oMBi wli 
r, bii abBll he iwlllled to a fwi «l 
■■dBUreraodbsinWcici 



eiKUWDM] 

Urn Df fWli 



r b« i^Dl or 10101™!. f^* ("T™" "ft^'ir'St^'BlIo ^ei^ 

a^irarwibDMwabs or itwr bi^ ■«•« •«1 W»b ?•»*■ •"» 
ilonar ■■ ■TManid ■> ihi IbMubb mid mqnuM or muih cUmui. 
ir IMaMIIillf «e doBMd reww^le by <™*?^«''™'^J^.'"!!E 
oU Kinies n ouy b« iweaMwItj pKrnnnsd by bim or ihem .Mich 

aimuner; and ta gcnrna (Or pafDnDUis iimb olber duU« u IMT 
» HUfa ctadDul, Us or ber UUriH? or •Kiml. w ecimiii»«l«ii«r In 
- bo oudo DptB coolbniiilywiih ihg <b« iuiuU)r 

conriK df Jranlw wlOiln ih« owpm dtiiilci or tooBty, 
C ud ixM b7 neb cMOMiiU. (Mr nmX* « •Udi' 
■t nifrilivs irDtn Hrvfcs or tibnr be ordeiad to ba 



o( neb mtw™, hn ifiaiit « tUmrj. aricr ««»i emMcMB b« bam -"•'i- !»>■» 
ho hu rmon la ippnibeDd Ih.l bikJi niuUIre wlU b» ncbmI bj force ftota bU 
or Ibslr bOMlon brftiro he cwi bo islim heyfrnd The llmlliiofiho mala In 
wUEblbe iRsM )• mad^ 11 ttadl ba tba duij Df Ibc oOwr molildg Uw Knitto 
ruUIn lucb fnidliYO lu h1» mflodj, md 10 w nrniB hlir 10 Ihe ^,)J^J!'''"l'fl^ 
Ihi> nod Iha olllew ifonuld ki herrbj iiDllHirlBd uid '*¥™]^'^^f '"' *° 
ib« STlMluwTigo HI Idi« h oiKunxUnoB nuqiaqulni tb* wldoncernd 

mlhiwad ^ K* •oMwii a <n on* iBmnri bT >*■ ** ^tru 
rrimluili, ID ba eertOM bf iho ]ud^ nf lb* dlnrtcl nil' ' 
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ND UNCossTiTUTiosALrrr 

ed DpoB othw ttllittcUnj prooD 
HOWELL COBB, 
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WHLUAM K. KlNfi, 

AppTDTad Sspumbu' ISIh, lS3n. 

MILl-ARn FlLLMoaE.* 

BTKOPSia OF THE BXLI.. 

1. United StAtet ComiBiaaioniirB wlio have been, or may hereaft 
be, appointed bj tbe Cirruil CourU oC the Uaitad States, are autha 
jied and reijuired to eiereide the powers cunfcrred by lliis AcL 

2, TheSupeKorCourt oleadiTurTitorr shall liave power to appM 
timilar commiBsionere, with the aame aulhoritj as that posseuad 1 
the oommiHOnen appointed by the Umted Sutes Circuit Oourta. 

5. Tike Circuit Cuurtsoflhe United States and tbe Superior Coui 
of the Territoiie* shall iDcrease thp nomber of commiasioncrs frc 
time to time, as their service* may be needed, 

4. Such commissionQra ahsll piissesa concurrent jurla'diction. in ral 
tion to fugitives, wiih the Judges of the Circuit and District Court! 
the United Slates and the Superior Courta of the Tomtoriaa, in Mi 
time and vncation. 

6, Marahals and deputies are rrquired to execute nil n-armnti ■ 
prec«pt«. or otiier processes for the arrest afld dotontlon of fu^tiv 
under penalty of a fine of 11,000 ftir the use of tlie claimant of n 
fu)ptire ', and in case of Ihe escape of a fugitive from lbs custody 
a marahal, whellier with or witJiout his knowledge and cohiuvbd 
said marshal is to be liable to a prosecution tor the full value of I 



*Ii1iHlil tbst Fmidi 




or- THK FlIOITrVE BLAVE BILL. 11 

Tbe commisdonera have also power bi HppaiDt euiuljk persruu, 
from time lo time, to execute nil vtvraiite nnd proccvea needful (or 
tbe WTeat tnd datention or fugitives, ii'ttb power lo c&ll on Ibe pom 
eomitaiiu, or bj-«tanden. for SKEistanw, if needed ; and nil good dtl- 
zena uo connnnBded to ud and iwsist in the eieealim uf tlie law, 
when liieir icrviceB dull be Tequircd. 

6. Tte owner, or the atloniey uf any uwiipr. of any fugitive eUve. 
u anlboriitd to ceiie suehfogilive, with or without warmnt or prooe^^ 
Btul lake him before «onie ona of the courls. judges, or coraroi«»ionet» 
nrorciuud, wboM duty it shall bo to determine Ibe case in a summary 
(oMmer ; wid on proof, by depositinn or aSdnvii, or other eatlsfmnory 
Ualimooy, duly cenilied, of the escape and identity of mid fugilire, 
ted of the ngUt uf said claimuit to Ibe service of Mid fuijilivi', the 
MNDiniiaiatier aball nuke out and deliver to Mid cluimaiit a certificab: — 
mhieh thall bt ronc'iKHM, and prmml all moUilaiiati of tlu claitnat\t 
ty any prottu imued In/ any court, j'liJgt, magiilrale or other yn-ion 
it/umtoeiier — setting Ibrlb the (ubitontiol bets in tbn cnw, wilh au- 
thority to use Decenary tbrce and ractntmt to take nnd romoro such 
filfptiTe lo the Slnte or Territiiry from which be luu eecnped. llie 
iMtimonyof the fugitire i* ia no case to bo admiR«d. 

1. Any person who shall knowingly Liudur the arrest of a tngitiva, 
or Utempt to rescue him afl«r ure^, or assist ench fugitive, directly 
or indirectly, to eEeape, or horbor or conceal him so bi tu preveot 
dieoovery or srrest. sflur notice or knowledge of tbe lact tliat lie vaa 
* fbgitive, (hail be liable to a line of (1,000 and six motiiba' irapnaoti- 
nenl, by conviction lieliire the proper Dislricl orTerntorittl courla, and 
to a suit fuT damiu(ee of tl.OOU fur each fugitive lost to his oiwoer by 
uid ohsu-uatioa or reacue. the same lo be recovered by ■clion of d<ibt 
in any of the courts afoceanid. 

S. The marshals, deputies ami derln shall receive the usual cotn- 
peiiEatioD in euch cssea fur their services. Wlien the proceeilings are 
befifre a commisvioDer, he is entitled to a fee otTKii dollnraupon (be 
delivei; of the lud certifickta to tlic cUintant ', or lQ> f«e of rivK doUan 
if the proof a deemed iosufficient: tbe penuns nutlioriied to execute 
tbe process for the arreet and detentioi of such fugitive, kIuJI receive 
t be of five dollnTB, wilh other fees which moj be deemed reaaonable 
for addjtiulutl servicea ; all which fees are tn be paid by such chum- 

9. UpuD BlEdavit by the clulouuit that ha tpptcLemla a rescue, 
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%tler tlic deliveiy of a rugitire to hia Buuler, the officer who effiietcil 
the ureal may be rdquired to tH^a the elnve U> (bg place Irom wbaocs 
be esoipcd, and employ as maay p«n«M a* may bu necetuiT to 
preveot a rescue, until he can be dvllrUTBd to bii maMer b tbe Stats 
from which be fled. The eipGDBei of snUUnce and trui9pi)ttD,tion, 
the Buue as those now uUawed Tor aimioiils, are to be paid out of 
the Uuitod Stnlea treoHiny. 

10. Od the «Kape of a alav^ the master or hia attonKf maj tniiki 
mtialactoTjr proof to any cvurt uf r«conl. or Judge thereof in TH»- 
liou. uf hill owDerebip of au eH^iiped ilnTc. vbereupon tho court in 
required Id iwuc 3D aulhtnticaled copj of Esid teatiDiuay, with B 
deacription uf the Jieraon of the fugitive vjitJt tiKh convenient wr- 
laititi/ as niuji be, vhich being exhibited to any judge, cnmnUBUoner, 
or other officer authoriaed to act, nball be held ■> cuoclusTe eTideocs 
of tlie escape of said alaie, and of the ctnimaut's right toaiid tii^tira. 
Upon tbe jwodudJon of oilier evidonce, if necessary, cither oral or hj 
affidarit, a certifieale ahiiU bo panted Tbich >luill autfauricB tha 
claimant to arnut and transport EuchpeTKHi into the State or Territory 
ivbeiice be may bare escaped. In the absence of eaid copy of >ud 
lt»iJmony, the claim shall bo delenniocd upon other prmfli "eomp*- 



THE WAT IT WAS DONE. 

It a ciinous to know the morfui opennuii — the trav the deed inu 
perpelmtcd— and it ftlwnild be liept m OTerlaslinu remembmnee. The 
ebii-f plotters — the alaveholding Speaker, Cobb, of tioui^a, and liii 
confedeintM on the floor of iho Hooiie— and the eobsBrrient. pliant, 
dough' faced tocds of the North, includioi; those vbo Toted fur the bill, 
and those who dod^d the question, will have their names registered 
here and elsevhere (br the eyea of their eonslitucnK thoir oounliy- 
inen, the world, and posterity. May the indigiwnt frown of a yirtuona 
people drice them from posts of inllueuce, niict doom Oiem to polil'cal 
dealli. as they bnTQ doomed IbemseWes to perpetual ^hnme and dis- 

Tlte futlowing ii the Senate Tote on the engrussnicut of the 



SllMlMii.1,1, Diwioo. Dodgs, 01 Ii 

adaniwi, Wiivs talw . I T. 



nil, Dell, tIenlRi. DDtlrr, SbtI*. oC 

ScBlt, SpiUuKD, BttUpOD, ToiBaT, 




or TUB ruGirrvK slave bill. 

F. Biidnln. Bridhoiy, Cbur, Cmpcr. Eh 



^.,0, DoOgr. of Wlsronnid, Qrueiw' Smith. Uphun, WnJkT.mnil 

jUttni. It xoi Fuiinr-Jtmn. IKiDton. BoTlund, Bn«hl. Clul 

i^ Pbilps PiUE, amid, BbUiIiU, WUMiiBib--£i. 



Oa tlie fiiul passage, the Teas aati "Says were not colled. Ihe laie 
of Ihe bill being deddud bj the precpdttii; toIf ; but [hut would-be 
natuiiuil italcsmaa, Dtmiel S. Dkkiiuon, made a tew tcmu-lu in (kvor 
of tbe bill, uid it paescd without turther divis^. Ur. Seward waa 
nbseut from the citj, unveil Mr. Hale 'wa^ we beliere, witli his 
family Cur a few da;* in New- Hampshire ; but moat or the twenty. 
oDe ithsenlccB were present, and <mij indisposed to vuEe. 

The bill was talcea up in the Hciiuc September I'2(h, and fWced 
throiif^ saja tlic editor oTlho IfatuttHil Era, without discuixion, con- 
aideralion, or unj opportanilj for amimdment. The Inl] coming ap, 
JASIGS THOMPSON, of Pctinsjlvimui. was recogwtcd bjr the 
Speaker, who, it j» believed, fully underilood the views of that rsero- 
■at repranntstive of a ftev State. He adilrea^ the House in sap- 
port of the bill, nnd closed by moving the pmioia ^Httlion. Tliad- 
deua Steven'4. of the Bsme State, strongly appealed to hia iMUeague 
n, a> he deored to reply to him. Tlioropsra 
1 oondition that Ur. Bterem would renew it; 
rmo TO BO. Other members renewed the ap- 
ties were in vain. Thompson was inexorable. 
call of Ihe House. It mu refused, and the de- 
mand for the previuuf qnestiim was sustained I— yens B7, ruija 89 
Hr. SteTeu tbeu moved to lay the bill on tbe tabla. Th« motioa 
wasloat — yeas tiT, nnj'H IIS. The main quralioii was then orderad 
t« be pnl, and Ihe bill wiu ordered to n thini reading— yeas lOfi, 
MTB in. Tlie bill WIU read n third time by ibi tille, tlic question 
being, 'Shall it pan T Mr, Tliompson moved a coH of the House, 
which wiis dedited in Uie negative, — yea< 78. nayi lOO- The que*. 
titm, " Ssu-L THIS bill fabs I" was llteu decided in tlia affirmative — 
TEAB lot, NATB 7S. 



to wilhmw the motio 
would consent only oi 
bnt tlii£ at koblt an 
peal, bnt their entres 
Mr. Orowell moved a 
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The following in a claMificalion o( the Tole ; — 



■M s. J-UUtf*, c 



,#an^ mi*ari, of Bllta^ ,,....,. ^ -- 

. mnm wiUm, of WiMmunilo. 
.,/••« (rUrfnfl.oCBlaliwown. 
. Jiras M. Di*»Ut, at SUTOidihiirK; J»s Mt^". of 

Bsdlbrd; J. X. ■Hcta"ii*nii, of Cbnmlwriliai? ! 

JMa A»MiM, >-. o( PhlWtlphU. ; «""•" 



^.u.»..<. .»,->».•, of CireiuiTllls; f<""<^ ■> 



i-tjlcr, of Duriingloa.' 



AVrlA C^Hliit*. AibB, (WdnlL VaMblc. • 

5(iiU Csn>'i». Bun, CkiloueJc. Mcauiwn. Orr. W&Uua, HolmM, Woodwud. . 
Onvgit lluilion, JkIuod, WoUbora. 



H, Cobb, Hubbud, Hurli, IngL 



mat HmnHUKnnl 

X>iicu*r ''■■'" Bo;d, OaUwii 



IrwD, VtlL, Flielpb 
L, »iii«m 8IIUIIOD, 
YEAH— wn mi. 



ftrginia ...lUj'inaiid, MorUui. 

Mtr^inil. Ilowto, Km. 

• *Wr^f^dWC^slQ•^l«^C«lo^[^«h.l!M■^'MnOhl^lhB^inlM>»p ^<n«nu 



OF 1 



t FUG IT 



5I.AVE I 
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YEAB— W inn«^ CVnimMJ- 
Xkrtt ealiiiiM'ciuwmm. DT&iin7, IMnleJ, Oall»w, PhoppMil, emnlrrj. 

jKatml!!.""'-AIMi)m Hllllalri. 

TVwiuiit ADdflraoo, Osnltj. WMkiDV WlllimBi. 

SnUvMf Btvck, JohoHm, Mmilmlli MoUHn, niompEion. 

jTiinu .'CuiLBii BiwriLtK, of Norrtdgpwad*; Gbixlu SriTaon, of 

Bump"-- Men- loRiJcP WaIJio,o(To1Iuii!. 

OM*.?,""-I!V.Jo»il'JuC*it«,i!lCuTCpllon;'D'i.iDK.'oiiiT«»,o(»<'«Nim; 
DivibT. Ouhit, or OlnclnnUi ; Jouthik ». MomiH. of 
BBl«vl»;W».A.WmiTTi.i«<,o(M«fi«ui; A"oiB.Wooo, 
otWood^Ulo. 

JUMva- KiMi.waBu.oHi.B.rfK8l»mgUiii. , . „, 

ik^uai . Gsiniii N. FiTrw, qf LofliujBpiBi ; A»Biiiiw J. Hnnx, or 

JI,ri«;JouxL.Roi.i«o«.o(Kl»bvlllB. 

Wi'wii JoukWi»two«th. ofChlMgD. 

iriRnuiii JmuD, DoTT.ot Usniubi. 

HAYS— waiai. 

rtrmml WitiliB HRimB.of ChetoMJ WitLiin n»timi,of B»aow»' 

Fill*; J>iii> MmtB.ii. . (, p p^Bi „. 

KM, M-d . . ..»*«." r. jiTo'i." of W«i^; Om. G. Si.o, of Neufporl. 

roaawfifiir TriDHAt P. BcTLEk. Of NOTWIUk. 

A^r^r Ei»>T p. Almikdii. of UiiM riUi 1 Him Bannr. of 

I1f*-II«[I1bi iiioiioEDitiQoi,W'NflW-\arlii LoKii««oBr«- 
«ow>, of Alston; RAnicl Oott, of Pompaj; Hiiiih** I>- 
CoBLih of Delhi 1 »».*niiiHu.towiT,ofBii«koi«i; Wm.T. 
jAriiDS, of Hsvuib: iosii A. Kna.at Jamulci; OntiHDi 
B. UiTTiiDs, ofUUcfti Taou* UcKixiki, of ScwboTK; 
Wm. N«Lioii, of PnetiklU: Himv.T PimrA», uf AlUen: 
Datid Rcmii, Jr„ of BMb; Wa. A. SxriiTT, DfSMWOi 
FiUt; A. M. &cK»aiiaiia(ii, of RodualM' i ioan I» 
ScBooiriArr, of Albwiy: Jonii H. Tbuuab, of ChoWei- 
lowD ; W«[.T»» Un»uiii.k, of Hhw-Yot* ; P»t»b H. Sit- 

YIHTIII, ofCUKIlcklfl. _ ... , 

M-ni-Jrrm AnDttwK.BAT.orWIiutow: Jt«i»G. Kiiio.of HobolMn. 

F,«MW>«ia...8*M«i.Ci.tu,Df HollliUjilreii; Jmwh R. OamtM%, «t 
PhllwtMpIilii J. C. DicHi, ofWflw-lAodon; J-fiijiPMi, 
ofKDTrMuwn: MoinllAHmxi.ofnitaliurit; H.D.Moorb, 
or PhllMMpbU 1 Cau. W. Pitiur. ot PMUrUio ; JU>»m 
R. BB«B.o/WiulHilirton : Tii*i>did> enttnt, ot UnojIM. 

Mit llMuB.CaBWH,a(Urbu»;NATaA!iEvAM,ofUuibrU(a; 

BAaDii.F.ViiiToii,arG>UlpallB. 

..WiLLUH8rajkavB,arKil*iBuioa. 

...Ebvams D. BAaaa,Dro>t«ia. 
, ..ORiAamCoLt, ofPnUm]. 

NAY9-FIHS loiLti.. 

' Ltw". D. C."aV««i.L, of Hnmlllnni Joan OioinHi of Wii- 
nn : J. K. Gioiusai, of Jfffanon ; IVit. V. Huktm, ur 
Woodifleli] ; Joi. M. Rogi, of SwdiMky. 



) uNC'ossTncnoNAun 





YEAS— Fm 


■ emittLt.—C<mti*v 


tiii'.'.'.'.'.cii 


V... 


'.'otSmibpart. 
109; N»T., T5. 
OR NOT TOTING. 



.Nkriicrii mifi.— Andn'w«, Aihinuo, Srikec. Drmkn.* Bdi1«-. Cuer. Clulni 
Corowr. Uuer, floodnnow.t drtnnell. Letln. N™,I Ne-pU.t tlslej PliTnii,' 
lt«}iiDtilB,RlalBr, RiickiiioLI,t Rime.^bvnck.tSpnuMlitK.I Vui D^kf. Whiis— ai. 

-Vo'ttf™ «Vii.Mni(..— dctolmd, GUionrp, Olili, rotlt, Potler, eirong, Sweel- 
iw, Thonpnon. nC lows— 8. 



The membcra wbo iDtentionally nbecnted tlienuelvM when thii 
bill wns alyout to be voted oo. are len to be respected tLon those who 
boldij recorded their iiames in the uffinniLtivc. Some of tlie mem- 
btiiB who did not TOte are knnwn to be nppnaed lo the bill, (ind will 
daubtlcu give ft good rPHMjn for tlieir &b>eiice at »uch > critical lima 
The dough-fltee), who dodged aa the irolc was about to be taken, 
ahonld be ascertained, and held tip In the meritotl contempt of the 
world. Mr. Stevens, of FennajlTania, aJlHr the poKssge of the bill, 
gnvdy rose, and angi^ted to the Chivir the propriolj of d»pnt<*inff 
one ot the pages to inlorm bis Whig friends, who Iwd gone out, that 
they now could roturu in safety, as the slavery matter itas dif^mecd 
of! How mean and dastardly does the conduct ot eudi " Whig 
friends' appear, compared with the noble indepBadoiice u! Stevens 
and his respected coadjutors, Wliig", Democmtti, and Free Soilere, who, 
by their votca, stood upbravely fortheCoostilulionnDd niiniBD Rights 
It will be seen that the Bepresentatives from 'he free Slnles 
numbered 141,7^16 the number from shire States was only 01. The 
former, therefore, had they all voted, could faavs Idlleil the bill. A 
trcmendoiu ruopoosibility reste npoo (hem. There wore, it seems, GO 
who were absent, or who dodged Hie question. Why did any one 
flee fironi the House to nve himself from saying aye or no t Rvi- 
ilontly because be feared to " face the mnac" or, in other wnrda, he 
woB afraid to meet hii constituents if he voted djw, and trembled lest 
his party would lose their Southern wiug, if be vuled nnji. There ia 
iii> doubt that a large number of the dudgen from the free State* 



i Mr. Olio wi 



iotntmneMM-rHnbMnL 

B ilat-bsd at ■ djiiic IMaiiiL I 
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« oaiMaixd that a mnjorit; of their constituents vfre oppoeecl to 
Die bill, and thnt if the^ Tolti] in ncGordance nith tha vicira of 
those (hey were eent lo represeat. (lie bill would liavo been duraated. 
The people of the North, thereforo, jurtlj leal that tlicy hjive hota 
betrayed bj their Ropresenlstirei, and in uniting with the pmple of 
oalor in reaiating IIub bill, thej are onl; carrying out their orijjinal jn- 
lentions in the instructiuDa gireo lo theii Saoatora and Repreaenta- 
ttves in CongiiiaB. 

lie above Aot iFa<> approved by UiLLAun Filluoile. a Norlbem 
Prefudeot of the United States. Sept 19, 18B0. The day he put bia 
name to it will be a memorable one in his ble. It will be l/ie act of 
Lia adminiatratioD. bj which he will bo diatinguuihed in historj, He 
ia a lawyer; he knuva what codBtitutiimal law ia; and he haa stood 
up in the holla of his notive Stale and denounced the enfmachmenta 
of the Stave Power. But now we behold him basely truckling to 
the dictation of tho South, in9te.id of promptly and manfuUy YETO- 
tSQ the Alt, for the reason thnt nflixlng his signature to it wuuld be 
• violation of hia oalh of office, a violation of the Ctwtitution, and nn 
outrage upon Civil Liberty. He had not, it acemi'. integrity and in- 
dependence tnuugh to act out the coQiictiouB of bis uoderslanding. 
He has thus ahown Uiat, hulead of being the dignified chief of » 
llatir>n. he is but the instrument of Dnniel Webster, the iDBDager of 
the acting President, and the tool of n party that is succumbing to 
the Slave Power, in order to tiecura their votes at the next Presi- 
dential election. Fur shame t 

We have aaid that the infamous Fugitive Slave Bill is not worthy 
to be styled s " Law." — is a palpable violation of the Constitolion 
and subvenuvo of the first principles of Civil Liberty. Let ihi* be 
made clear to the cumprehenjuou of every reader. 

UNCOlTBTTTtmOHAUTT OP THE BILL. 

1. Congress cannot legialato on the subject. 
Scnitor Ciuii, In hli cprMtinf HmhSCth, •iMi1;~t oak fv^niwre wtia jiro- 



irli lu nhum aucti MrrlM vt tabu my be Uue.'— Cniii. ['. i, Jtri. 4. «». 9. 
"Bni ihU dauw eoBtdsa no gram of legUatlvapowor MOosireN. Tbat 



> mrOOKBTITUTH 



nHpncI Id partlculu- iuti|«t>, and bylheoiBbltan^cUonof 
■ner ennmenillng Iha pptwUlc powen nrCongKD. prncsc 




ir iDuijdDpvt- 
.0 rugiiiTM froiD 



b) Lhls CuuHilulkin In ttao Uovamaie 
mifni or olDoBr ibafnoT^ 

<■ NoVi Sir, Khu power !■ vMed b. 
urvlca tn Uu' Gnrernmsnl, or In mj i 
KoM u mi 1 lud ir now, iiiBa Ou, mb 



Buief . or u Iha Blnla Uwnudva ; Uiit 
II II HU u luJniKIlDn upon the HUI» 
Dt, (hd powar oT lH0ilitlan nud the duty 

ulwonptonhall bcprepitetloglvelh* 
bin Bbd llie amHudmealft now upon our 
kra Ihe appoialment of Ivo bundred ind 
hiiu niuDbrr of oitas offlun, to cUcb 
aoMwuy bUt«b la tbo Sutaof OhU>; which puulibH bDmuilLj u a crime; 
rblch HUItiDrlzeBWIcurofl wklboul pmoOBf trial wUhoul c jurj. and coDAl^mBnl 
II BlBierx barond tbo llmlu of tbe Sule, wtlhaui □pponnnil]' dT dnltiiH, ind 
ipoD if^arH E«M)moD;. C«rtilDli no iBcb bill cwiibcpIvh my vote." 
All sble writer in the Vtrmonl Chrorndt arjs: — 

CooBlluUoo requlrad BU law of Conpew to givo 



te Dot prvpDTMl, I bopo and It 



UiD JudMac; of Iba Unltsd Slataii nod when OnigrEw 
Judlclir), il bud done all that wu nHsHBarr lo (be hk 
or Ibo CksUllnliaii. Ite CanUltntlon «lin u power lo 
and carry away Iba ilaTe dd hli nusre rtebl ; 11 do 
be tbe JtidtpT in hlit own eaae ; bnt the ■uivfl If Id 






, wbl(4i would pnM 

rrpl'fiitnita^ al the lilKllon of It* 

proprtni* noMdlsa. Tl« i™i, • , 

Ih^rd [wnm ; Ihf neinnd, wh«n he !• ol lane. Wo an swue Ihil 
conleiuled by Soulbrm Senalota. and by one BeoaUir ttam tbe Moi 



ellvered up, on Ih« 
lie bi. cliTm lo the 



2, Coofp-i 
kdjiuliGate oo uiy imbjec' 



r-dofhie liberty ■ wllboul due prooei 
inisaionerg' with Iha power t 



This U n very serious quoBtion. Tbe colliog of Ihe mljurjioation it 
cttifieute" ia lul sbaurd attempt to throw du9t io Ihe ejea of the 
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pobGc If Congre^a can nutlioriw " CommisBionere " (o datEmuDe a 
dsim affediiig a man's liberty in llie way prnvided bj thia Acl, where 
i> tile limit of its puvcrT What is to binder it from CDdcting that 
"ComiiiiBeiouere" ehall determine all cases arisiog under the l»ws of 
thn tJnitod States, sud that vithuut tiie Intervmtioii of a JU17I 
Why cannot Congreaa nnlhoriie " CoromiBsioners " to try a 
trcMon Bumiaarilj. nod to sentence bim to be put to death t Because 
Iho Constitution hoe corerully guarded Iho people of the Bevernl 
SUtea — ard lliat whetbn- citiKiu or intutUtflDts merely — from lids 
emiciiie ofabMiIule power nnder the pretenM of judicial proceeding* 
Doe« tailing the adjudication, under this Act, 11 " certificnlc," render it 
1«M uimaslitutioDal) 

The Oor»titnlion pravidee u fnlloirs: — 

" The judicial povur of the United States shall be Tested in ons 
Supreme Court, aod euch itifiTior Courts as the CoDgreu may from 
time (u time ordain dud OEtabli:^ The jud);i>e, both of tlie Supreme 
■ad inferior Courts, ebnll bold their offices during good behavior, and 
dull, at stated timea. receive fur their ><vrvicea a Ciimpenwtiou vhicb 
iluUl not be diminislicd during their coDlinDaiice in office." — ArL 8, 
Sec I. 

The ■■ Commisaioners " are not judges of "inferior nnirf 1," vithtn 
Ike meauiug of this clnn^e. By nee S of the same article, the judicial 
power is to extend to all ensea in law and equity nri»in^ under the 
Conrtitulion, the laws of the United Slates, Ac. So that the Federal 
Cuurli bare jurisdiction over cUims to persona alleged to be held to 
■errice or labor who escape from iMie State into another. 

The new Act, ace. 4, provides that the " Cummiasioueis " appcHnted 
by Uie CuurtB to lake dupositiona, Ai^, " thtHl havo DOMniuiiarT 
nnusD[cnoN with Ibe Judges of the Circuit and I^striet Courts of 
the United Slates " in tlieir rcspectire Circuits, and shall grant 
ficatea to clainumts, ic~, of per^«ns alleged to be fugitive slave?, with 
Buthorily lo lalce and remove them. Tiie Courts may have power to 
appoint Commissioners lo talie afGdavits and acknowledgment of 

bail, but TBIT nAKHOT DELEQATI TO " CoHHIBaiDHKBB 
0> TBTTHO * CAITHB. HOK CAN CoHOBEM 

The Art in quesUoo provides, thai the party aireated aa a fugiliva 
alave ah^l be taken befbre a Commissioner wlio i> authoriied to tako 
deposiiioDA, ^,, and that such CommiwioQer shall 
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HI MB Ibe COM of Buch claimant in a suhhabt xuiNBt,'' and AaH 

make out a, " ctrt'ijieale I " which - shall bu conclmii/e uf iht rigkl' 
removu the fugilive to the State or Tunitorj from which he eKaped. 
The " Cummuaiuuor " bae to try and detcmiine vbelber the person 
cliuuipd wan Uiwfullj held u a slave in anj Stale or Tuiritur; — 
whether he lias araped into anolliBr Slate or Territory — and wbetber 
the persoo clDimmg him n tlie laiFfuI owner. And yet it ii pre- 
teudeJ that the " Convnissioner " ie not exercuing a "Judicial power,' 
becatue, furaooth, il is alleged that Ibere may be another trial 'in tbs 
State to which tbe person said lo be a slave is remored. llere ii 
DO liirce in thii argument The defl^ion uf the "Cummiesiuiier" j 
not the 1d99 an adjudication, because Iho question involved in it may 
be ^^i»^Ki again Id another shape with the alleged elave as the plniEx- 
tilTinatead of defendant. Would not the words of tbe Act, declaring 
that tbe " certificates " " shall be eonfliuiM of the right of the peimo 
or perBoua in wboae favor they ehall bv granted to remove such fugi- 
tive lo tlie Stale or Tenilory from which they escaped," be deemed 
on oatoppdl Tt^ queetiooi. bowever. is perfectly immaterial; it 
doee not matter whether (be iFsue involved in the trial Ulore tha 
" Conunisaianer " could or could not be inquired into sgain — the 
" Commiasioaer's " decision is to all intents and purposes a Judgment, 
and it couaigna the defendant to slavery. 

Tha proceeding before tbe " Cominiaeionw " lias been compared 
by some of the pro-slavery advocates to an exaiuination oF a party 
accused of crime; and it ia said lliat hi a man charged with felony 
may be committed for trial, or sent, without tbe iuterpoMtioa of a 
regidar Ooort, Is another Slate for trial, it foUows that a man may b« 
adjiid|{ed lo be n slave by a " Oommisdoner," delivered lo llw com- 
phtinant m bis property, and sent to the State from whicli it is 
alleged tlie escape wa* made. Those who are unaccustomed lo pro- 
alavcry law logic, will be H little startled at thia Inmspareut 
alHurdity. It is perfectly obvious that there is no analogy between 
Iho two cases. In the one case the party is «eat for trial, and ia not 
treated n» a felon until oonvtcled ; in the other case there is a posilivo 
adjudicniiun tliat tbe man ia a alave who has escaped fnini his master, 
and lliat aucii master has claimed him and established his title. Tha 
Act cKpressly rpquuvs such ndjudiratioit. When a mnn is given up 
a3 a fugilive Irom Justice, tt is not determined that he ia guilty, but 
only that be ia accused in the regular !ana ; uid if the Act in question 
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had merslj provided thai Uie " OommJasioner " nhould wod a ptrty 
olmmad as u »Uvfl to be tried in the Blste from -wtich it is dltegcd lied 
«o«da Ilia escape, the objection now ondei consideration might have 
bfpn SToidud, ilthoiigh certain oilier objectioQS would Btill have betn 
r«»ed to floch « nnHle of proceeding. 

3. The bill denies the [wiuilego of a trial bj jury. 

The Comtiliitlon ot the Unil«d States BECures a trial by jury in 
*iul« at common law in all eases where Ibe value in conlroveny 
e»cc«i* TwiNTv noiLARs-. but lipre, where the matter in controversy 
h the libertj of an immortal man, ntid all bis hopes of happinesa io 
the life thnt is, and tliat which is to come, do jury is nlluwod t " A 
bnniBn being," says Judge Jay, in commenting upon this law. "is 
•tripped of every right, and rctluced to tha condition of a vendibla 
beasl of burdco, with leas ceremony, and with more celerity, Umn 
one neighbor can recover of another the value of a pig in any court 
of jmtice.' But will the Worth eodnre this t The claim of the ahive- 
holder b ttritti jt^u. It ia entitled to no equitable confltruction of 
the CoastltutiuD. The claimant ia entitled, if aoylhing, only to Uxe 
pnund of Sesh. " It ii >a nominaled in tJir bond." Let him have no 

Could Congrem auOioriio even the regular Federal Courts to try b 
^im to a man as a slave in n eummary manner, and without tho 
Intervention of a jury t If not, then the Act ot 1193 is unconstitu- 
tional, for reason! different from llioac which show Iho unconHtltu- 
tionrtlity of the new AcL Can Congress lawfully aolhoriie the drtet^ 
ninntiou of any matter afTecting the life or liberty of an individual m 
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in preventing the Lcgislnturo from indulging ii 
Let US see wbelhcr Uie provisions in the Federal Oonilitution are 
really so illusory as (o allow a roan to be deprived of hi* liberty oo 
the mere fiat of a Judge. In Kadi Duhion. If so, then tluHe provis- 
ions affecting to protect the people from tyrannical judicial proceed- 
ings are a niere mocltery, a delusion, and a snaie. 

Artitle 6 ot the Amendments of the Conslilution declares that do 
person shall be " doprivad of life, Hlttrly, or property, without du« 
process of law." Art 6 further providea that in criminal proseeutiona 
llie accused shall enjoy n speedy and public trial by jury, and be 
{ODfroDtod vilh the witnesses agunst him. 

The Act of nos enacta that when a alava escapes bto aoolher 
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Stnte. the owner, bis agent, ic„ ma;, wiUiout wraut, Hmt tlia 
slave and Like him beCute a. Judge of the Circuit or Disuict Court of 
the United States, or before aiij nueiatrate, and upon proof of tfa^ 
title to the bUvc, the judge or nugitlTste is 1a give a curtificate 
tbo claimant which is to be n warrant for taVing the slave. Ttut 
careful!} abstained Erom making it tbe duty of any officer, or dtii 
to aid him in chasing dovn hia trembling victim ; ata waa there la il 
a provision autboriiing any officer to iKiue and la have process Sir 
the cspture of such fugitive. The -nbole duty of our people under 
that iayr ooDaiiited in keeping aloof, and not intermingling betWMD 
master and alave. 

Several Judge* of the Supreme Court or Circuit have affirmed lh^\ 
DDCoiistiliitionality of this law, but when tbe compueition of tli^ 
Supreme Court is changed «o that the Judgi^a are chiefly from tb^i 
free Statiw, this law will, no doubt, be trcatr d na void for 
power in Coogrcea to enact it.* The "equilibrium" will eood Ixy 
destroyed— the free Stales will preduminalis in the Senate, and 
offioc-eeekere of all grades will pmfes) onli-slaveiy ■entiinent& 
tbiligi which have been taken for granted and passed unquenti^ 
will be opened up for dl^mwnon. and nut a few of tbe deciuont of 
Supreme Court on shivery questions will be overruled. The 
tliat trial by Jury and the habeas cnrpus, guaranteed by the Constitn^a 
tion, Hlmll be no protection to a man who is fabely claimed to bi 
slave ia a aheer absurdity, and will be so treated before the lapac 
many years from this time. 

4. There ia another proviaionin tbe new Actof amost exiraonliniuX' 
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SLATS BILL. 



viz.; that ia «ection lU, vhich enables ■ pcraon to go before 
K court of recorJ uid cluim uutber u hU skve who reeidee id 
UMther State, mid lo ealablis-h such clwm on ex parte eviiliiiice. with 
out anj notice ta the part; uitcresled. A record U ta be mude up 
vhieli ia to be coDcIimve I This is the moat daring Tiolalion ot the 
Gnt principles ufjoelice, tli&t r:an be found in any countrji. And it is 
worth; of obKrvation Ihnt. although the OonslitutioD provider that 
(arL 4. see t) " full faith on J credit shall be given in each Slatn lo 
the public acts, records and judicial proceedings of every oUier Sinte, 
■nd that Congress may, b; general laws, prescribe tiie nuuiner in 
vhicb such acts, records and pruceadingi shall be proved, aiu) Iha 
eUbct Ihereot" it has been held in this Stale Uiat no judgment pro 
iwutioed in another Stale, without actual notice la Ihc part; sought 
to )« affected, shall be enlitled to lailh ancl credit, because it is ob- 
nousl; unjust. 3 Phil. Ed. 909 Coven's Ifalei, 

Tlie Act, moreover, does not require this ix parti proceeding to bo 
like otber judicial proceedings ; the judgment maj be rendered by a 
Judge in nLcation, wiUuiut h jury; and any Court of Record in any 
Stale. Territory, it, or luiy Judge liereof in racalioD, is authomed 
to perform tbis mockery of a Ijial. 

ifow, I must ultwly deny Ihc power of Congress to aullioriie such 
pniceedings, cither in the State or Federal Cnu^l>^ or to give any 
Tsildi'y to the records of theto as evidence in other States. It is 
oleu that Congress has nothing (o do -with the State CourLf, and 
eannot authorize Uiem to try causes witliout n jury or without notice 
to the diifendant Cowoaeas camsot oo^irEB juaiSMcrios UPO.-i A 

OOL'af HOT CBKATED BV TOE CoKBHTtniON AN1> IJIWS OV TBI UxfTED 

States. — Hnutlan T. Moort, Q W/ieal. 2B, 

Congress has power by art, 4 of the Conslitntion, sec. I, lo prescribe 
the mnnaer in which the act^ records, and judicial proceediugs of the 
several Stales sliuU be proved, and Ibe elTcct thereof^ but it bas do 
power lo direct judicial procei^dings by which a man may be deprived 
of Ilia life, liberty or property, without " due proce*a of law." Am 



iHi lUAKUG or TBE coHSTncTioii. Suppose that a free man, wliite 
or colored, is claimed by a person in Virginia as his elave. and the 
cbiimaut goes bvfore a Judge and mokes out bis title without any 
notice to the party claimed, is it tob< tolerated that a "record" of 
this form 14 bi be all-nifficient to consign a free man to slavery t No, 
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5. The bill tliawa of ni 
cr. The Fugiiire Slave B 



Cohtn V. Virginia, Wh«al. 8 
10 appeal from the decidoo of the a 
iQ VL, oonatitutca t 
t court, from whose deci^nn there ia ao appeal t There shal! bo no 
"molealallnn of said person or persons, bj enj process issued b; any 
court, judge, mBgistrate, or other person whomsoever." The mmmis- 
moner, whoever be mnj be, a Postmaater, CoUeotor, Tide-waiter, 
Word Justiue, Street Inspector, Clerk of the Market — in the recent 
case, tbe Clerk of Ibe Circuit Court— ia constitaled the High Court of 
Judicature, his decree is irreversible, and neither any judge of the 
State Courta, nor United States Court, con tsaue tbe writ of Habeaa 
Corpu!>, for the purpose of inquiring whether the person haa beea 
illegali J deprived ofhis liberty. 

6. The bill does not, on the hearing, allow to tbe alieged fugitive 
any of the privileges allowed by the Constitution to defendants in 
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7. The bill makes an ex-parte judgment of a court in one Stats 
cooeiusive aghast the alleged fugitive in the Stale where arrestei 
This 10th section, from beginning to end, ii in direct violation of tht 
first section of the fifth article of the Constitution of (he tTntted Staler 
Congress has no power but by a ijentral law (applicable to all cases) 
to prescribe lbs maoner in which records shall bo proved, or the ofl 

8. The bill euspenda the Baheas Corpui Act* 
lliG Habeai Corpui is (ho great bulwark of Liberty, — the Magiui- 

Charla of the civiliied world. The framcrs of our Constitution so 
understood it, and in section IX. inserted this memorable clause : — 

'HI WRIT or HaBCAS OoRFm SRALI. MOT St 



There was no "rebellion or invosiui'' in the land when the (mU 
was pamcd, although it is impossible to tell how soon the fact will ba 



noitur irLbiuiAl fbr reUaT in 
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if its diabolical provisions continue to be carried out, Tlie 
pointedly to dpslroy^tliis great Ant, by pro- 



T JFDGE, HAOlSTBATt, OB OTUKK 

a bill dedaita (bat auch vrit 
™II not isBuc wlien slavtrj deroaiida any man, womau or cliild, of 
wy color or cooditioo, aa a slave 1 

Kr. AttoTney-OeDeral Criu^ndcn hae given an "Ofnnion" Hist 
" iWe in Dolhiag in llie bill wbich Gonflicls witb, or ouapenda, or was 



intended to suspend tbe privil 



reoftb 



It of habeaa i 






He 



«ya filrther : " There io no incompftlibility between tbese pmviwniiBof 
tai bill and the privilege of tbe irril of habea* cerpui, in its LTHoar 
WnmmoNAL latitude." Wbal an insult to the common sense of 
■vary AniGrican cilieen 1 It is true that iLe bill dues not in terms 
iBeution the habeat eorpiu, that it does ttut in terms forbid tbe issu- 
Kgolkabtat coTpui. But we do say that if the writ of *o*«u co>^ 
pw be a proceii, isaued hy b court, judgt^, or magistrnio, then this 
Kt does, in tbe most direct aud absolute terms, prohibit the execution 
of tbe writ of habeai cvrpiu. And is this Mr. Crittenden's ouostitu- 
IkwU latitude of the writ of AaAeot earpua f* 

We do not forget that Fiilx Grandg. when Attoniey-OciienJ, gave 
in " opinion " to tbe PrcaideDt of tlie United States, previuos to the 
ixuiug of the famous irder to deliver up Ibe Amistad captives " to 
Ibe ordtr of this Spanish Minister," that the ne&rii>as act would be 
lagal. But the Supreme Court deeidml oth^wise almost unanimously. 
Will it not, witb respect to the Furtive Slave Bill, pronounce it 
flncDDstitutional, and therelbre isvti. and void I Slavelmlding attor- 
neys may ^ve ** opinions" to remove tbe scmplee of moderti Pilatea ; 
but when Ibe matter comes before the highest judiciary, sUveholders 
tbough the majority may be, they will hesitate long before thpy 
trample tbe Constitution in the dust, and conei^ themselves to 
everlasting infamy. 

9. Tlie Ull includes fugitive from the District of Columbia. 

Tlie clause of the Coostilutiiiu already referred to, rnys :— 

" No pennon held to service or labor in cne Stale, iiuder the laws 
tbcreuf, and escaping into another, thatl, in c«nsequcnc« of any law 
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or regulalinn (her 
(hall bv JelivercJ 

UboT inuy bo dup." • 

Mark the eipresaion. The meanl 
■ Ti^rriLnrj. A «1a*c, tliuli. e*ca^\\ 
SlnUs into cne of thi^ Stalt; ouiiiu 
ivnianiJud iulu sUverj.* OF cour 
Slave Bill, vliiuh nuthoriu:9 Ibu Hrn 
friMii Iho Dislrict of Culunibm, ihe 



u whom such eerrice 

i; clearlj ib " nooUier 6Mte."aot 
>g from a Ternt^iiy of tbe United 
. coD'titutiimallj be purvucd kod 
>e, tliBt porUuu of the FugitlTS 
atoFuialli^geil slave wbohaafied 
cerlificHle nl tlie roniniis^ioner, I 
irrvin^j bick thu priaoner, in chiiius, bj the DUTahal, i> no- J 
coiuti'iitioiial, uul therermv null sod vi>id. 

The Sd me. of arL t V^ id the clause relnliiig to fugilives rmoi labor, 
ai WcU aa (he clause rehiling lo fuj^itivoB fn im ju-ilicc, catAhliahoa. as 
bu been vrll said, ■ ralaiiun bii'ween Slilet nf the Uiiinn. It liaa 
boiM] decided tliat the act of 1193 did nut extend ti> Ihe Dialrict 
of Oilumbk. Lient. Rimdnlph. whri made aa luaault i>n PresidHnt | 
JarJiFan, fled lo Vii^iiin BTid tra* drTnaTidtd, hul naa diMhitrged. not j 
OD the ({round that ihe Diatrict nf Culambia waa not nuuied hi tin 
Act, hut im the gnmnd ih&l it ho* tvit a Statu. The District uf Culum- 
bia nut bvini{ a Slate within tlie meaning nf the Cainlitiitinii, ii ia 
clear that Oon^^runn hua Du power ui extend Uii« nnicle of the Oim- 
■titulicin to llut Diiirict.* "It is enlittcdto nothing that U not nmn- 
inaiflil in the bond." 

10, He bill lubverls the Common Lnv. 
Hie ComoH L-\v.\ ui dear to <Hir TiroSithera. and lo all who 
Taliie tlieir citil rijfhts. aa the fiiundaiiim of all nrritten lav. i 
b several pliiuBH rMogfijfod in the (li nialitil'ion of the Uniled | 
Suitea. It gunnuitvcs lo ever; ncou «d pcittin to miot his ace 
or olitimant Dice tu Lice, in npCQ Cinirt — to ezamioe his nn-n 
DcMua — bi enipl'i<r c>uu«vl. and ainuld he be poor, to have counsel I 
asMi^ned by the Gourt-^ti> ■! xiiim at am iHF«aTUL jtmr— and if | 
convicted lo be allowed to appeal bi a superior tribunal. Tim Comfo-i 
Law wiu tliu binbrigbl of our English ancestors— it is the hirUiriKht ! 
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tdemrj Amerioaa citUen, uid it cannot be wreated r™m tJiein. ITi* 
bikck num. rending or buiiig in k fr^e SUIc, can claiin its privUeifPi, 
be hfl a citiapn of auch (rue Slate, or a Uunporarj readctiL ft b un- 
COostitulional and tyranniciil ti> itttempt to deprive him nr ita 
privileges. The Fugitiva Slave BiD tramptsa upon tho Cnnim<in Law, 
■nd nims to deprive all— every m'ln. Wdimn KD J child in the ccmi- 
mnaitf — of ita intsatinuible aoJ sacred proviaioui. It has heen well 
•aid:— 

"The pmcccdin^s under iWa statute are «iithori»ed expreulj to 
eva^e common law remedie* and riKhla, nnd give the vicira oicr la 
his demuiiLiat nitlimit cumiunn lair protectiun or remedy, againtt 
every principle nf law or justice euieljoned by any juriapruitrnm of 
any people ivhalflver. The deTendaiit la expreasly denied the rigkt 
to prove that the papers adduced ngainsl him are a fort^ery." 



Even thcwe accused of the most atrocious crimes ran l^uUy claim 
each and evory privilege necnred to tbeiii by the CeQimou Law ; and 
•o lenient is the siministration of justice in the free States of this 
eouDlry. that alter eooviclioa great fi>rbuaiance is ehawn to the 
priaoner. Take Uie case of Pnifesior Wobeter. If he had been poor 
the Court wunld have aixigned hrm aUe cuuOBel. He had a lair 
trisL The jury wu one almost of his own selection. The Cuurt sat 
aleveii days, during wluch time a large number of vilncsaea fiir. as 
well as against, the ocruaeil, were minutely and Ihirly GXiiinlncu. AfWr 
eanviclioD,. his claim to a new trial was argued. Execution wai 
delayed as long as he ilceired, and meantime the Eaeculive, with 
extreme indiiL;ence. Ii<(vneil to petitions and arguments tor hia 
release, or the commutation of the aenlenco. And during the whole 
pTDCeedingH. befurii and after the trial, the prisoner vaa treated 
iritli peculiar kiodnesa; he was iillowed to see hia ^H<'nd^ bis wife 
and children ; liis situation waa made as comfortable as poesible, and 
justice was tempered with mercy. But howdiffurent^ywaspoor Ham- 
let treated wliu had been guilty of no crime but the color of his skint 
Any poor man arrested under the Fugitive Slave Bill, ia liable to 
have no mercy shown him. He maybe decoyed, aa was Hamlet, under 
lying statements, by guvcromental ofHcials, to a court-room ; on oouo* 
■el assigned to him; not pcrmilled to send tut hu frionds; testi- 
mony against him taken in an adjoining apartment ; adjudged by 
some ooderatrapper. uncontititutiooally clotbrd witli high judicia] 
powers, to perjwlual fhivory ; handcuffed in the oourl-room, demed 
the mehmcbuly gratific;ition of bidding his wife and li'tle oora a fitaJ 
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adieu, or even Ibe mlsonible conmUtion of appriaing them nf his 
■itimtion ; anJ in bot liasle cnrrii'd to a Southern dungeon, Tliia is 
doue. wit ia & land of sarsgea or pirates, but in a Chrislian city — io 
the Temple of Justice, by men uf rctpectftble disccnt and atundingl 
" The lav allowBit, and the court awards it." Northern men willinglj 
bucoiiie sluve-catchera, an^l take great delight in obaequiouHieH lo 
Soulhem stnveholdeni. and in truckling Co Iheir arrogance. Eren Iha 
tona and gmndBons of illuilrious men ere oootenl to wear Soulhem 
livcrj. Tlie law requjres Ihnt the proceedin;{s fhall be " sumniaij,' 
and the ministcra ur the law, with duiiiDiiiacnlimpetuot>il;aad crueltj, 
administer it to the letter. Gracious heaveus I do we lire in the 
land of the Pilgrima t Does the blooil of Hampden and Sidney How 
in our veins t Are we the countrymen of Patrick Henry I Did La- 
&yGlte fight to achieve our freedom ) Is thie the model Republic! 

IKFAMOnS PROVISIONS OF THE BILL. 

One of the woi'Bt features of the biQ is, that it aioDS lo compel 
every worthy man in the freeStale« to bea ilaar-caiclur. It author- 
iieslhecominisaioners to appoint "suitable" poraons to elecole "all 
Buch warrants and other process as may be issued by them," for tha 
apprehension of persons claimed as fugitive, with authorily "to oAtL 
TO THEiE AID THi Bv-aTiKDEKs, or poiie romilatut of tlie proper 
county," Tlie Clh wction of the bill has in it Ihia most rsmnrkabls 
porngrapli : — 

Iht prompt and effioUnt exceiitUm of IkU lam, inheitfver Iheir lenicM 
may 6* requimV 

We ask every citiien in the free States, it he dries not feel all 
about bis heart and conwience, that a law Uke thai has no claim upon 
him, and that it ianbaolutely void! We were once told by tboiewho 
tnado this law, lltat "we had nothing to do wilh slavery." Verily 
slavery has much to do with us^ and necessarily we have much to do 
M iKHiitiund of 

,uu>««.M-»- ... .^.M.^^M^rbmi\^ mirl ISlh nrwl IfUh vmH :— 

"THOU aiUl.T NOT I 
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ver; nUgOctorilr that thli ptmrnge bat uo nppIUallnn lo lbs chh dF fUgilli 
*)■>« in [hli conulrj, brcaoia II B.fen«l to ftillliB slovm esciplng rroin U 
hsuibeo naUDtii to ihs Jen, Hid doi loslavsi escajtlng trDm ■iieb a ClirliUSD mm. 
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with it, m whstei-er it haa (o do with iig. It is not enoogb that it 
seises our Nriitlieni teanien in Soulhtni porta, mill sells thsin into 
■l»T«ry — iHitenoq^htlmt it denies u« the benefit of the laws, and mobi 
tu wfaett ve go there to bring (he canes of our enslaved and persecuted 
taliBeOB before (he conrtu— bnt with unaccountable insolence, Jt enucte 
Mmt we shall rctiim tbem lo bondage iflhu; tacupe to their If oribern 
HluiHes anii borne a 

It oomtitutes at the North, in our neigbbOThoods, and by onr firo- 
iideB, the njoet aDDmalou^ ovemliiidowing, insulling, aitd despotic 
police thut perverted mind con contrive, or guilty power sustain — ■ 
police vhieh guilty power cannot sustain, until bpoor, hdH purity, and 
freedom bare ilej from among as, and we have consented lo be 
tbe mmt drivelling, and base, and wnrlhleiM >1avi» that ever crawled 
•t Ote foot of tyranny. Be it remembered, he who is forced to aerre 
ia no more a stave than he who is forced to compel others to eerve. 
H»y, we bold ikal slavery the meet degrading, that forcea us. whether 
'we will w no, to/orc<^ olhrri Into bondage, and keep them there for (be 
uae Hnd bcnelit of inhumau monslers, who shake their ninnnele* over 
bolli, and open our own prisons lo both, if wo fail to obey their inso- 
lent anil hellish behests. This Inw lonvea the freemen at the Norlfa 
no alternative. HE M0ST DISOBKV THE LAW* 

The following Pliooe Iius Iieon prepared, with u view lo ita exten- 
sive circulation: — 

FLBDOB. 
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It is recomnifniled that this Pt-iuas be printed in bund>bi11 rorni,and 
posted up in every dwelUng-house, store, shop, manufactory, ti- 
tJiange, Echonl.huusc. and oilier public place thtougliout thu land, 
and that auilable perBoiu present it to tlie people, axtensively, fbr 
tlieir ugnatures \ 

• bi oistDlnlnv llic lilUwehat-i miitn frueiiH olihe cicellgnl remnrkixir Did 

edllur ..f the l.iUrl, P.H» Po^w, priulurt al Sjfscuse, N. V. 

Tappui,fllJoluislnwl,NiiwVurfc,lBlhacoitT>o(i(Uil» jeUitts aaiiM* CUM 
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THE BEUBB OFFERED IN THE BILL. 

Another wiioue feature of tbe bUl is, that it proposes a Inibe to Qw 
eupdity ot the suDlieii nod wortlilen spirits, vbo. aloup. will accept 
a oonuDiaaion under iL Mark Ike direct temu of the bribe ; — 

" Id all cases vhure the proceedings are before a conunmi^BLoner, he 
• lull! be entitled lo a/fM of Im ilnltarn, in full lor his services in suchcaM, 
» >H Ihe dellvtry of th» taid rerli/jcale to the Coroplainant, his or lier 
lU. u'l.t r attorney ; or a fee of ^'m duliart in coin whert Hit proof 
thai- Tut, in Ihe opinion of tuch (ononUiioHer. v^arrant tuch CertiRcatt 
is. ilrlivtry." (SecB,) 

ThB mnn who ia sunk «o low that he is willing to take tbe office of 
oumoiiEBioDer, or wbo being alruodj a commieaioner is willing Ut 
perrumi the dirt; work audgiicd him hj the bill, has no eahuy 
attached to the office, but is paid tun dollabs for every person he 
adjudges to be a Blare, or H fu^tire from labor, and is to have fivb 
DULLABH in every case vhero he docs not go adjudge. The majority 
in Congress who voted for the bill, tncalhe men who would probablj 
accept tlie office, ur exercise the dutiea under a former appobtment 
and tliey instlTictiYely knew the proper Btimulaljng motive. "He 
who nfiers a bribe will take one." But what muo of a truly inde- 
pendent mind would accept an officii coupled with such a propo- 
eititm ) It is an insult to any but a cailiff wretch, who would sell hii 
■oul for ten pieces of filver.* 

FINES AITD IMPRISONUEITT. 

A writer in Iha Albany Altai aays:— 

"By our laws it is made a misdemeanor to refiise or neglect to join the 
po»« comilalut, when required, and is punishable by line and im- 
nisunment ■ m that if a citizen refuses or neglects to do that which 
lis conwience as a Christian, or his principles as a republican coadomn, 
be ja liable lo be indicted, tried, fined and imprisooeiL Every male 
iuliatitjuit is liabla to be called to join the poite fomitalui, and Ibui 
compellal to become aiders and abellom in promoting (lie cauie of 
slavery, and reducing free persons lo servitude. Tliis is not Ihe case 
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of a person eacaped from Bervice or labor nnl}', but of any peTMn 
daimeU under the ex-parti evidence brought from Ibe South, which 
the lav declarea full and concliuife. Our Uwn make it piracj U> 
kidnap in Africa, bul iJuji law not only affbrdB iLa DieoDa, but aim 
ptnlection lor kidnapping in the tree Stales i and not onlj so, but 
commands all male ritia;na (o become participalors io Ibat crime, or 
to subject themselves to a fiue or imprUonmeat.'' 

The fine for aijim; in llie escspo of a fugitive, or lor hnrboring or 
coneealiog him, w> ua to prevent Ins dtixuverj or arreet. sTlcr notice 
or knowledge ol the fact that bo was a furtive, is ONE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS, with IMPRISONMENT uoteicecding MI months, bcaidc* 
being liable to pay tlOOO, to bo reoovered in a suit &r civil damage^ 
lor each fugitive tlitu aided or harbored. Bee aectioa 7. and the Sj- 
QopiiB, on a previous page. Bj a literal conslruction uf this sectinn 
of the bill, a person wbo harbors or conceals a rugilivo, knowing him 
to bu a fugitive, and inteudiug to prevent his discovery or BrTest, or 
BO llmt Ihe claimant is prevented from discovering or arrc^'iing him, is 
liable lo the fine 1 There is an ambiguity in the pbmseohigy— pur- 
posely intendtd it would seem — which may involve a person who 
conceals a fugitive in any ease. 



A colored per»in brought into a free Stale by his legal owner 
and therefore free by the taws of the free Stales;* die children 
bom uf fugitives in a free Slate ; a person onee a slave, wbo has losl hi* 
free papers ; all colored pcrwns in the free Slates, wherever bom ; 
indi-ed every colored person is liable to be eeixed, eertificatrd, ironecli 
and earned with roilroad speed into a slave State, on the perjured 
testimony of any two miscreants, before a li^ally-bribed eommia- 
Noncr. before even his liuuily, neighbors or friends know anytfaing of 
the matter. People of color are liable lo be kidnapped every da;. 

• Bj ID ul of ibe eiale of Now-Vork, wd li; 
slave brought Uilo Ih ' 
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Attemptd have already been nude to do it. Tbe offldAvit of a dave- 
holilei-, and the teaiimony of some peijured wooinplice iiui(int[ our own 
ciOiens, will be Ji^emud aufBcieut bj maoj of these cominiBaooerB to 
uuLitli- the claiinaut to a certiScate. 

NO EXCEPTIONS ON ACCOUNT OF COLOR. 

Another pvculmrity of thu law is. that it ouikGs do eiceplJonB on 
account of color. Wementiao this, not became we detest it anymore 
tot that— for indeed we like it the belter oa llmt accaaiit— DevEirtheleui 
Ve wish OUT whlt« dtiieiu to underslaod tliat our Coogrese have directly 
opened the door, bj statute, fur tbe etulaveracDt of our own cbllilrea 
It ia Dnaccountablc, that partje^. for party purposea, can thus reaulve 
Ibeir goremmunt ia\n a despotism tbe most downright that has erer 
exlsli-'d! It will be more uloniBliing still, if the people have no litde 
re^jtect for human freedom as In submit to it. Tbe elfect of the hiw, 
if carried out ncconliug to ila letter and intent, ia to make the fi'ee 
aiatj'B the uiuea of America, where (he dealere in human Hoah may 
hunt and prowl, under thu auopices of the Oencml Oovcrnmeut, and 
pick up llieir victims, bbwk Wid white together, fur the Southern 
itiarkcl. 

THIS IiAW AFPUES AS 'WELL TO AFFR£NTICBS 
AND MINORS AS TO SLAVES. 

Il gives tbeaforeimdunaccQiuitable power and aulhorily. in all cases 
in whidi persons are charged as "fngUivci from labor.'' Tbe word 
slave or »lave> ia not used by the AcL It treatt only of ■■ lugitivci 
from '<Lrvicti or Ubor." In no case are the aubjects of this sererity 
called iilaves. Thia Act, then, rcverseii alt thu kws of the State, and 
other States r^uloling " masters, apprentices and servants," as well 
as " parent and diild," in this regard. A Southern nianthicf has but 
to cumu antonf; us and dcmaiid our children as hit children, and 
chum Ihftt they " owe Aim Service," or demand them as npprrntUe$ 
who "oww hiia tervift or lab/rr," and they ore expressly forbid the 
right to try the question whe^r the villain's claim is true or fUse- 
The commisaioners in gtich coae are ordered by the letter of the Act 
to give Ihnn up and tote Uiem oif In legal iHindage. The statutes of 
the Stale giviug jurisdiction, and made to try tlie right before lie own 
Judges and Jiirtiees, arc all reversed, (Bid the belplusi youth is given 
Up without trial, on tlie fi-parlt affidavit of a foreigner, which lie may 
It impeach, to go hence lor ever. Were thia Uw to 
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be cnu9tru»d to be applicable to pnreat and chUd.and mwitcr nod up- 
prentice, alone — aa by iUi terma it is uolj epplieablo — ite proTirinna 
would be rugnrdad as too atrocioua and ile»putic io be obeyed. Nei- 
ther men, nor women, nor childreD, nor wrvant^, msaters nor appren- 
ticet, would cou9«ut that alaveliolderi of foreign States ehould. b; no 
rude a t^nuuiy, breah up the primeval and dear<!et relatiarm of «ociet; 
And yet Coogrew, to aid cniel men to bold oilier men 
I aa cattle, haB eiprctely interfered vith our own dotncalic 
relalions, and tlirown down every barrier, expodng llwm to the buman 
a and liuty man-lhioTea Ttlie prowl fat prey amid tbe desolsr 
tions of slavery. 

>r motbers. or nuutera. arc exprenJy forbid to defend their 
son, or daughter, or uppreotice, aguinst ibe demand of eluveboldcn^ 
if such demand is but supported by tl^^epoeitiuD of a person un- 
kooWD to «uch father, maater. son, or ^^nntice in a foreign tjtala^ 
and who therefore could not be aMifroDled or croBE-queBtioned )^ 
Ibem ; but eucb wm, daughter, or apprentice Ja rulhlewly torn from 
liiB paternal relations, by (he power of a free State, (which may God 
forbid.) and given over to lie bluchueia ofdarknera of slavery. The 
lilood almost curdles at the recituL HBucbanenaclmeDt liad been 
promulgated OS the decree of (he Rusidaii Avtocbat, or the niilitarj 
order of the bloody H*tkad. men would abudder. Yet iJnniel Web- 
ster could go for tlie LiU to the "fullest extent," and Moses Stuart 
could say of him, " Posterity, diveafed of partisan feeling and preju- 
dice, will erect lo him a lofty monument," 

COMPROMISES OF THE CONSTITUTIOH,* 

It is said, "The coinpromi«es of Uie OonalitntioD must bo observed; 
these men are Dot ciliaeiui, but only ilaves." This is said by tbosa 
who basely aufamil to (lie violalioD of the Constitution by South Caro- 
lina, in innprisoaing colored seamen, citisena of Mossaehuselta, and 
aelling tliem to pay jail fees, when the Ckmstitution declares, "Tb* 
dtliens of each Sfate shnU be entitled to all privileges and iuimuiii- 
ties of citizens in tlie several States.' People of color ant citizen^ 
by the laws of the free Stales. Even Virginia recogniiua them a* 
citizeDS. and yet the slave States claim and eiercuie the right of int. 
priaonmg, and even of Qmkiug slaves of black citiiens of free S(*t«» 
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•ad to espel bj force nfBOU >eut there by the free St«l*«, to pro- 
cure Uieir releue bf hab/a* rorpiu, Yet tlicse men crj nut tbat 
tlie cumprriiniaes of the Coiwlitutiaii trt Imnpled upca at the North, 
and Daniel Webster aud his tetaiuern insial that we owe it to Ul« 
South to seiie and deliver up fugitive elaree, white the Soath uttrriy 
refuB«B to relinquish the pmotice of impriaonin); aod selling into per- 
petual elavery. to pa; for jail fees, the black »eameii of the five 
States! While the South repudiates iu nbligMtinne to the Norih. Ilie 
North in mit held by its obhgatiomi to the South. Thi AOKKEMCirr 
■WAB RKurpBooAL. " It IS the duty of the slBTehnlder," nays Jtid^ 
Allen, " to tome with citan hand*, having iierformed his port of tlu 
bargain, before you can be asked to perform yaua. .... Tell him to 
go home and repeal Am law before he aak» aoylhing of you in regard 
to the delivering of fngitit& slaves." 

This Fugitive Slave BnLs fiJted lbs eivilixed world with a 
iehmenL 'flie Oau' of Rue9ia,tbe Austrian Huynau.evpnthegTenl«st 
despot «□ the face of the carlb, may wash his luinda in innocBncy it 
view of such a bill, enacted by the countrymen of Franklin, Jay, 
Henry, and their conipatrLulB,inthe seventy-fifth year of the Indepco- 
deuco uf the United Stoles I The Ull lias made every true Americaa 
ashamed of bis oouutry. It has auricd oonstenuitlon into the dwell- 
ing of every free colored fumily in tliu free States -, men, wamen 
and chililren, bom of free pHreots. and peaceably pursuing their 
honest oocupationa, have their hcart-stringa broken, and are now living' 
by day nnd night in constant dread of molestation. Sor ie " 
the bill, OS before stHled, nuikes no rIIubiou to colored people; it 
applies to persons of all eomplexionn and in all conditions. The liber^ 
of every citizen is pUicHd in jeopardy bj this 'Bill of Abominaliims." 
Tbo oBlh of any two mifcreanla, before a corrupt and nc&rioua com- 
mlsdoner, in sufficient to deprive liim of his freedom, anil burr; turn 
to a Southeni joiL . If this bill in subniilled to, in tlie cnae of a fugiijve, 
free colored, nay, white citiieDs have no liberty left to boaat of. alld 
had better be cltixcna of Turkey ihiui of the United StAtes of Amer- 
ica. Let those who voted (or (he ImII, or. being able to attend upon 
their legislative duties, " dodged" the question, be made answerable at 
the bar of public opinion, and be consigned to pvrpetual iguimuiy ; 
let an indignant rebuke everywhere go forth in relation to thoee wbo 
•1 the Executive to suuctinn it; let the Chief Magiptralc, wbo 
I "approved," be remembered by on inaultud people: and let the 
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walchword be lhr(iii(;liout evurj fre* Stale, in every ritj. town aai 
TiU.ge. THE REPEAL OF THE INFAMOUS BILL I 
JtrDSB ORtBR-S USTTER. 

Hr. Jntlice GniEa, al tlie Supremo Ctmrt of the United SUtel^ 
has written u letter tn CuiXtLKS Oibeions. Eirq^ of Pliiladelphia. gir- 
inif iiis vieira of the Fugitive SUnc BBL He differ ccnuidernhlj 
ftrnn Mr. ConwiiJsioiMT 0»rdiner, of New- York, who bu concvbhk.it 
jiniKDiiTMOH with a Jmlge of llie Supreme Cnurt in the matter of 
adjudicating upon ctaims bi Tugilive tlafen. The Judge roje : — 

"Tlw Hi aDnlanpltmii inal «Dd ■ ddSliHon of iharaiin or Judce, InTolvldg 
qoMlkini boUl of l*w uid Dki. uhI udIbh tbe nil« of ttu' eomolon iBS u to 

•Tld«Beelie(Miu*eil,whBnii<ili*«in«lbv>t»i"— ••."-!'..—■ >J t.-iii^ 

DHl nJt, guvenwd nuly !>} nprtos or anaeBoD 
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■pi, under Itw fbn&B ot Ibw^ iind h; the hl-uuu ul ■ ■««&■ ■i-iiniuaH bhuid vp uu 
eqnii] mid euct huttea la *ll men. Thli mueb miUgned Uv mt onlT glrn ■ 
• trial ' belbn Ihe^orU mhuDal bvAin llH sUnuil can be ntborlud U> ctnj 
lb« alleged fuglllvr nai of Ihe Stale, buUl iBkua aimy Irum Iha prlpuner Du rigbt 

[I ia H fortunale ciraurnslanee that Judge Oriei has gneo Ihb viun 
of the bili. whether il bo agreBoiAy to Ihe inlenlincti uf lh« wiae mei) 
tIio drew it or not. beeauae it will prolnlilv be of autborit}' with 
eonunisi'iiineni who might otlicrwise have follaweil the example of 
CiiioniiFfioner O-ardinur in dilivenog up Jaoiea Haiulet, in dir«cl 
opptsitiim lo the courM Judge (Jrier tliiuka should be pursueiL 

But if Judge Qrivr ciirruct in wjing, the Ull " tnkea away (ram 
tlie pr'aoner no rii;1il vhiidi he would have enjoyed before thii act of 
Congress was pna»ed r The hill providea "tliat in no trial or hearing, 
under Ihia act. «hall ihe icetinniuj nf nich (\igiitvu be admill^d in 
evidence." This, lajB Judge Orior, "ia Do more than the ennetmeut 
«f an Mtaliliilied principle of the cnmnioc law. Ilut no man nhall be 
«ilni-» in hie own cau^e* la it lo be tiuiipnwd that Congress, 
compoMd in part of Be»eral able lawyoTs. would hnvo innurted that 
clause if tbi^y hud eoimdered it merely ** m eitablislied principle of 
the common law t" Cui bono t Suruly the; would not ; and Ilia in- 
ference i^ (bey intendod somiilhmg by that clause that sbould pre- 
vent the permin cUinied fi'oiD having a fair trial, and proreedinga in 
due coume of law, Ihe IhII requires the commiMioner 'tohearand 
delanniiie the case of aurh clainuuit in a luinmary mavMerT Nothing 
is (aid abuct a " trial aud a de<:JBiuu uF Ihu anirt, iuvulviog questiona 
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both of law and fiict" This is Judge Oner's ezpositioD, bat it is not 
in the bilL Now, in preUminarj examinations where a trial is not 
contemplated, both in common law and equity proceedings is it 
not the custom for the defendant to answer by deposition or affidavit t 
And was it not the intention of the savans who drafted the Fugitive 
Slave Bill, when they introduced the clause quoted, which Ju(%e 
Grier thinks superfluous, to ^hibit the person seized from the right 
guaranteed to him in common law and equity proceedings! Host 
clearly it was. 



RESTORATION OP JAMBS 

Tb* mm of eight hundred dollars harlng been sabseribed in this dty and neSgh. 
borbood, a benevolent indivldaal kindly volunteered to go to Baltimore, redeem 
lames Hamlet, and aceompanj blm back to New-Toric. He went in fetters, but 
vetomed a free man. 

A great demonstration was made in the Park, on Saturday, the 6ib October, on 
Che arrival of Hr. Bamlet. Four or five thousand dtiaens, white and colored, 
assembled at noon, to welcome him back to hi« family and chosen residence. Mr. 
John P. Thompsom was called to the chair. Addresses were made by Meaara 
John J. Raymond, Robert Hamilton, Oharles B. Ray, and Wm. P. Powell. Mudi 
joy and enthusiasm was manifested. The speakers were heard with the deepest 
attention, and were frequently cheered while depicting the ui\just and cruel pri* 
Tatious to wfaidi the people of color are subjected In this boasted land of liber- 
ty, and in being obliged to seek shelter from persecution and slaveiy under a 
nonarchical government, wliich once opprcf/l^ tbia nation, and now aiTords an 
asylum to its dtisens fleeing from the opprolstun of the government of the model 
Republie I Hamlet stood at the right of the chairman, and tears ran down his 
ohei;ks while the speakers described the horrors of slavey. The following resolu- 
tions were passed, when the ransomed HAN was ascorted to his home, amidst 
great dieering« shooting and rcjoidag:— 

Wktra^Sy pursuant to the pauMge of the unconstitutional law eoaeted by Con- 
gress at its laflC session, James Hamlet, a dcizen of Williamsbnrgh, was arrested 
and sent into slavery in Maryland, without duo proofs of law ; and 

WhereaM^ through the generous contributions of kind friends of this dty, the 
freedom of James Hamlet was purchased fbr eight hundred dollan, and he is now 
restored to the bosom of his family ; therefore 

Atfsa/vMt, That we hail with Joy this hour, not only because it restores to us our 
brother, whom we had given up as lost to the partner of his boMm^ost to his 
children and home — \wt to friends and sodety — lost to all church privileges, 
and xvorything wliieh illumines our pathway to Uie tomb— but because we believe 
it to be the b«%inning of the time of our complete enfHmeiiisemenu 

Re^olredy That we ruDd«*r n thousand tbanlis to those noble men who haveio 
generously contributed to the emandpation >* James Hamlet, and we Invoks 
upon them the blessings of the God of the oppreMed. 

JOHN P. THOMPSON, PreflMent. 
Albbo KroMS, 1 

Wii. P. PowBLLy 8e«. Wm . C. 1 m n aaa, J 
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